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TROUBLES OF A HEROINE.

Mother Harriet Tubman’s Romantic Life
Story—In Her Old Age and Sick-
ness She is Without Money With a
Mortgage on Her Home—An Earnest Ap-
peal for Help.

To The Editor of The Colored Ameri-
can—Here I am in Auburn, N. Y., the
home of that sseacious statesman and
macly man, W lliam H, Seward. I
have just gsz2d upon the Seward Man-
sion now occupied by tte son that bears
the name of his father. It is situa‘ed
on Bouth street the most srist cratic
throughfare of the city, and opposite
the marsion is Seward P.rk, wher-
in ia a8 mo ument erected to the

“AUNT” HARRIET TURMAN.

Coustitotion tbat lega'izad trefflic n
haman fiesh and blcod, =aid that thap
the C)nstitution *“*There is a Higher
Law "

About one mile from the home of W
H. Seward, on the same street, lives
that remarkabl: womsn, Harrlet Tob
man.

““Who is Harriet Tobman?’ some
one may ask.

S8he was born a tlave in Maryland
ablut eighty years ago, aod being of
the moat pronounc:d Negro type, she
was made a “‘field” band at a very
tender age. Her lot was indeed a hard
one—too bhard for such & heart as
throbbed in her breast to bear, so in
1849 she made good ber escape to free-
dem’s soil. But what did freedom
mean to ber when every wind from the
Bouth was charged with plai tive cries
of her oppressed brethren for deliver-
ance? It was but & mockery fo long as
she could hear the crack of the over
geer’s whip, the clanking of slave chains
and the heart rending eries of mother-
bereft of their dear ones at the Auction
Block.

Something must be dope, ard ghe
proceeded to do it. Nineteen trips did
she make South, rescuing more thar
S00 slaves from the * Jawsof Hell.”” Sach
a terror did she become to the slave
holders of Maryland thst a rewsrd of
$40,000 was offered for her head. She
wss bold, daring, elusive. All of her
teips to the Fouth were carefully
planned and brilllantly executed. She
told me that when she found her
motber unwilling to lsave behind
her feather bed ttick and ber father
his broad axe and oth:r tools, she
bundled up feather bed, brosd axe,
mother, father, a ], and landed them
them in Canada To bhear her tell of
ner thrililog adveuturss, hair-bresth

memory of that fearless man, who, in
the face of those who worshipped the
Constitution of the Uaniliel Sta'es, a
in piloting the trembling slive from
the “land of midnight darkness’’ to the
sunlight of freednm, ope caonot bat
believe that she was called of Gd to do
the work whteb she did so masterful-
ly, so conscientiously, so heroiecally.

Daring the Clvil War she rendered
nvalaable service to the Union Army
as spy, scout and hospital nurse. With
‘e geperal of her army, whatever
““Moees,” a3 she w+s called, said, went.
She was at Fort Wagner and tcld me
that she prepared the las:t breakfast
eaten by the gallant Colonel Shaw. She
numbered am)ng her friends such men
«8 John Brown, Charles Sumner, Wil-
liam Lloyd Garrison, Govenor Andrew,
the war governor of Mas:iachusetts,
Fredericg Douglass and many cthers.

Such in brief 's Harriet Tubman. arnd
a rarer soal has s2ldom dwelt in buo-
man e!ay. Never have I m=t one who
seemed to think so littl2of self and so
constantly of oshers. For ihe last seven
years | have call:d to see her on my
annual visit to Auburn in the inte est
of Tuskegee, and each time I have found
8‘'rangers under ber roof —aged, maimed,
blind and orphans. Nothing tou:znes
her heart more quickly than to see one
of her race in distress, S5"e hsas never
be>n known to turn a deaf ear to the
appeal of an unforiunate human be-
ing. At this writing she has under her
fiyine and fig tree’’ two friendless old
woeman and two homeless orphans,

‘Aunt’’ Harriet cannot do by these
unfortunates, however as she has done
by others, b:cause the hand of afflic-
tion bas rested heavily on her for near-
ly & year. There was a time when she
traveled a great deal and whatever re-
quest she made of her white friends
was granted. Many of her old friends
have *'Crossed the Bar’’ while others,
I am sure, En"w no! of her present con-
dition At present her lot is a hard one
—dependent entirely on what may be
handed her by occasionsl callers and
the scant earnings of her brother, sev-
eral years her senior.

The property in her possession is
easily worth six thousand dollars. It
consists of twenty-five acres on which
are two good house’, sod i= only a
stone’s throw from one of the most
magoifficent estates in Auburn. On
this property there is an incombrance
of $§1 700 and her dally prayer is that
this might be remouved =0 that she can
bequeath it, free of deb’, to her race,
to b2 used forever asan Old Folk’s
Home When I called to see ““Aunt”
Harriet to day, she said to me, while
tears coursed down her honest cheeks,
“Son, the Lord bas sent you to me.
For weeks I've been praying to ees
you, a8 | have a8 message which God
told me to give you,” The messsge
was that I should come {0 her rescue
by he'ping to ssve her prooerty. In
assisting Prof. Booker T Washing-
ton to raise the Ilarge amount of
money necessary to run Tuske-
gee yearly, it §8 neediess fo state
that my time is wall occupied but,
stiil I want to do something to
help this woman, who has done so
much good for her rae. My plan is a
simple one, one that ought to find a
ready reipocse. Remember only sev
entesn hundred doilars to be raised;
but it is to beraised by August 1 How
shall it be don+«? First, let every San-
dsy school in Wesshington, D. C.. the
capital of the nation for which “Acnt¥
Harriet has done so much; every San-
day scheol in Maryland, “Aunt”’ Har
riet’s native State; every BSanday
school iz New York stats, tbe present

sscapes aod diresufferiugs, experienced | home of “Auant” Harriet, and every

4 Sunday school in Bos"on where “Aunt’’

Harriet ia 80 well known, set aside
July 14-b, a8 ‘ Harriet Tubmsan” Day,
when the Pastor or Buperintendent will
try to impress upon the minds or the
children the siguificance of this wo-
mwan’s “Singular Life,’”” and lift a col-
lection for her benefit, Becond, let,
every Womasan’s Club in the United i
States help this cause to the amount of

at least two hundred dolisrs more if
possible. Third, let every young man

or woman of our race that resds this
appeal send in at lesst one dclisr from
private purse or col ecticns from friends.
With all the earnestness of my soul I
ask for a quick and liberal responee.
“Aunt’”’ Harriet has lifted up her
voice in speech, in song and in prayer
for this peopie: ebhe has labcred with
her hands for mesns to carry on her
mission of mercy; by day, by night,'in
weather fair or foul, her feet ‘‘bave
moved at the impulse of 1 )ve’ for her
fellowman. Now &he 18 bowed down
with infirmity Her geait is unsteady,
her eye is dim; the sun of her life ere
long mus- set but Oh! Father, s'ay
that time until this humble message
sbs'| bave ac2omylished its mission.
Please make al! checks or money or-
ders payabl: to Harriet Tubman, or
order, and address them to Mr. C. A.
Smith, Parker street, Auvbvrn, N. Y,
The names of al! donors with amount

will be published except thcse who re-

quest o'her-wise
RoBerTr W, TaYvLoOB,

Fioancial Sec.etary of Tuskegee In-

sticate.
Aubovrn, N Y, Jone 22, 1901
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THE CORNER STONE LAYING

Of the Negro Building of the Scuth Caro-
lina and West Indian Exposition—News
Notes.

Chaileston, 8. U, Special—The cor-
ner stone of the Negro Building of the
Charleston Expo:ition was laid here
on the afternoon of Thursday July 4th,
1901, and it was a grau.d affair as there
was a grand military and civic parade
composed of all the leading colored
military com panies, lodges, unions and
soeieties of the city.

The closing exercises of the Bociety

Street School which was to take place

here on last Monday night at Mt. Zion
church was held here tonight at
Emanuel A. M, K. church.

Prof. Bidney Woodward the emi-
nent colored tenor gave an excellent
song recital and concert here on Mon-
day July 1st at the Mt Zion A. M. E,
charch. All those who attended ern-
joyed a rare treat. Mr. Woodward sang
the Great Aria from ‘“Don Muniwo” by
Buck.

The Parker’s Concert Company gave
a grand concert here tonight at the

Central Baptist church, Radecliffe st. .‘

The Cherokee Quartette led by Mr. Z
Wright rendered excellent singing, also
Messrs. George Middleton, W. Green,
A C. Palmer and E. Logap, local
talent. It was a musical and literary
treat for all those who weretpresent.

The annual baccalrureate sermon of
the Avery Nermal [pstitute was
preached here last week at the Zon
Presbyterian church by Prof. Morrison
A. Holmes, the principal of the school.
There was a large sattendance present,
made up chiefly of the parents snd
friends of the pupils and of the insti-
tute. The sermon was an excellent one
and was listened to most attentively
The subject of the discour: e was **Faith
in Homan Character,” in closing bis
address Prof Holmes gave some sd
vice and eounssl to the gradastes who
s50ed up during it§ delivery.

W, H. FISHER

DYER AND CLRANER,

709 9th 8t. n. ®# Washiogin
107 14th "t. o w
felepnne 15§, i
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HOTEL CLYDE

475 MISSOURI AVE, N W,
First-Class Accomodations
For
Ladies and Gentlemen.
and Cold Baths.
MRs3 ALICE E HALL,

Proprietress.

Hot

t
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BOBEL DOUGLARS

220 B ST, & 235 PA.AVE.N. W
EUROPEAN PLAN.
Firstclass in every particolar.
MRS. DOLLY A. C. JONES,

Proprietress.

W ashington, - D. C.

Chris.Xander's

QUALITY HOUSE,

909 7th st NW,
Established 35 years ago. The largest
whelesale stock in town of the most
exquisite, fanitless wines and distiliates
{in all 240 kinds,) at Chris Xander's
moderste prices no others can compete
in qualitv and purity with any of bis
goods. His lignors are absolulely free
from fusel poison.

INO branch houses,’ rhone 1425

. D. T. GIBBOLS.

| WHOLESALE MANUFACTURING ad |
i ReTAIL

' CONFECTIONER.
| 523 4} Street, Southwest,

‘ WASHINGTON, D. C.
' Wedding Cakes Made and

| Parties Furnished st
Short Notice,
 Ice Cream All

Year Round.

' Jas. F. Keenan,

. S22V

' Rectifier and Who'esale

; Liquor Oealer.
Elegant Club Whiskey a Specialty
! Importer of Fine Wines, Brand-
! i*s, Ging, Etc

|

| 462 Pennsylvanis Avenue NW.
-
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8. Lapaox, h

T.F.Conroy & Co.

Distillers’ Agents and Whe sale end
Retail Dealers in Forewn snd
Domestic Wines and Liguort
1421 142131 P 8t. N. W.
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